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The name El Malpais refers to both the national monument 
managed by the National Park Service (NPS) and the 
national conservation area managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM). As a land feature, the term El Malpais—
“the Badlands”—is used locally and in other parts of the 
southwest to refer to lava flows. 

Chain of Craters Backcountry Byway

Ch
ai

n
of

Cra
te

rs
B

ac
kc

ou
n

tr
y

B
yw

ay

Hiking

Trailhead

Trailhead

40

40

41

42

42

42

49

38

23

32

49

50

50

102

103

447

480

605

547

36

36

117

117

117

53

53

0 1

0 1

5 Miles

5 Kilometers

North

Private lands exist within
present boundaries of El 
Malpais and must be 
respected. Please close
all gates and stay on 
designated roads.

Do not use this map for
hiking. Obtain maps at the 
visitor information center
and ranger station.
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